Policy on persons “not in good standing” (Expelled, Suspended, or Refused membership)

 1. A person who, under the disciplinary process of the club: -
 1.1. have rights (or a right) as a member which are currently suspended, or
 1.2. (in the previous 12 months), has been expelled from the club, or
 1.3. [bookmark: _GoBack](in the previous 12 months), has been refused admission as a member of the club 
is not permitted to play in any bridge tournament at, or organised by, the club.
 2. A person who, under the disciplinary process of another club, 
 2.1. have rights (or a right) as a member of that club which are currently suspended, or
 2.2. (in the previous 12 months), has been expelled from that club
 2.3. (in the previous 12 months), has been refused admission to membership of that club, is not permitted to play in any bridge tournament at, or organised by, the club unless the club’s president or chair of the tournament committee is satisfied that such person should be allowed to play.  The onus lies on the player to satisfy the president or chair of the tournament committee.   Any authorised person may require a player intending to play (or currently playing) in an event at, or organised by the club, to state in writing, signed by the player, whether they are subject to this provision.   
 3. Any two authorised persons may, for an individual tournament, allow a player who would otherwise be ineligible under this policy to play if they consider overall it is in the interests of the tournament to take place and/or continue with such player.   If this is allowed, the matter must be noted as an agenda item to be discussed at the next board meeting.
 4. The conduct and result of any tournament, or any part of the tournament, is not affected by any failure to comply with this policy. 
 5. If the QBA Regulations give a player in good standing with the QBA the right to play in a red masterpointed approved congress or QBA Championship event, then this policy is varied or suspended for such player in respect to such congress or event to the extent necessary to give effect to such QBA Regulations.   It is noted that, after an enquiry was made to the QBA regarding how its Regulations should be interpreted, the QBA has indicated that, in a hypothetical case involving a 6 month ban, its legal counsel has advised that the QBA policy should be interpreted as  “If a club is entitled to decide (and does actually decide) that a player is suspended/refused entry to the club premises for 6 months, then that stands whether the event being played at the club is a club event or a QBA event” while in regard to a zone final that the person qualified at another club “the zone would have to be notified and the final moved if the person in fact qualified” 
 6. In this policy: - 
 6.1. “authorised persons” are the director for the event, the club’s president, the club’s secretary, and the club’s chair of the tournament committee.
 6.2. “another club” is any bridge club affiliated with the QBA or any of the constituent State Associations of the ABF.
 6.3. A person who was expelled from a club but has been readmitted to membership of that club (and not expelled again) is not treated as having been expelled from that club. 
